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SUZUKI
PHILOSOPHY

In 1969 Shinichi Suzuki published his memoirs and 
reflections on life and learning in his book ‘Nurtured 
by Love’.  

Every time I read NBL I find new insights and 
inspiration, often it is not about practicing or learning 
the violin but about how to lead life with good 
character humor and sensitivity. Recently I read with 
fascination Suzuki’s stories about lessons he learned 
from his father, Masakichi Suzuki. 

Shinichi Suzuki states unequivocally, we cannot 
choose our parents, it is our fate and is strictly in God’s 
hands. For better or worse we have our parents and 
in Shinichi Suzuki’s case his father had immeasurable 
impact on who he became.  Shinichi Suzuki’s father 
grew up working in his father’s factory where they 

Lessons Learned from Fathers:
Shinichi Suzuki

made the traditional 3 string Japanese instrument the 
samisen before he became an English teacher.  
Because of his interest in English and the West he also 
became enthralled in the western instrument the 
violin which was rarely heard or found in Japan in the 
1800’s.

Masakichi Suzuki finally found someone with a violin 
who allowed him to borrow it for one night and study 
how it was put together. In 1888 he was able to make 
his first violin and he opened a factory that eventually 
hired over 1000 workers and produced up to 400 
violins and 4000 bows in one day!  In the early 1920’s 
a world wide economic crisis lead to many 
businesses being shut down. The Suzuki family 
moved out of their luxury house and sold o� property 
yet still kept their faithful violin factory workers so they 

would not lose their jobs in spite of the crisis.  
Eventually the factory became a success again.  
Suzuki says that his father’s example taught him that 
everything we do should be for purposes that build 
up mankind even if there seems to be no material 
profit or gain. He learned to follow his father’s 
example of constant research and study and how to 
manage crisis with integrity and respect for his fellow 
human beings.

Another major lesson from his father was the 
importance of greeting everyone we meet and getting 
to know them- whether on a train, ship or nowadays 
on an airplane. Every person has a story and and 
something to teach us.  One should learn to be a good 
listener and be surprised at how other people’s lives 
can be quite di�erent from our own. We learn from 
each other by humbly listening. 

Finally Shinichi’s father taught him to be grateful in all 
things and to go before our Maker, God according to 
our beliefs and do not ask but say ‘thank you very 
much’ I have enough, I am grateful and I am 
satisfied,- I do not need to wait for something else or 
something better.  

I hope this small summary of an excerpt of this 
wonderful book Nurtured by Love by Shinichi Suzuki 
will inspire you to reflect on the lessons that children 
are learning from the adults in their lives! Do get your 
own copy of this inspirational book. SMAI is currently 
negotiating the translation and printing of Nurtured by 
Love  in Bahasa Indonesia within the next few year. 
Your copy in English can be ordered through our SMAI 
administrators : (Therese Wirakesuma)
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INTERVIEW
OF TEACHER

TRAINER
Dr. Lan Ku Chen

What is the major life lessons  that a life of music 
pedagogy and teaching experience has given you?

Every lesson and every teaching moment is new 
experience and every teaching moment is a major 
learning experience. In every lesson we have to see 
what is the most important thing that we can give. 
Every moment when we teach, we have to progress 
and try with our best of teaching. We teach always 
using our heart. I see every teaching is as critical 
because every time you teach you influence a 
people.

What is your most important life experience?
If you want to live your life fully, you have to be 

aware, how you interact with other people, with your 
students, with friends. Every moment you have to be 
aware, you have to not loose your concentration, 
that’s why we do Daily exercise, its awareness 
concentration. So we live our life with awareness and 
fully.

Are you teaching the same technique with every 

student?
The principal of how to teach the students is the 

same but of course students have di�erent levels 
and di�erent technical issues so you have to adjust 
and sometimes change direction.  So we have to find 
a way and the approach can be di�erent depending 
on the student.  The principal is to teach step by step 
in a horizontal direction even though di�erent 
students encounter challenges that are unique. 

How can you produce many good student from 
such a young age?

Use very small steps! That’s a Suzuki principle. We 
are teaching in very small details and steps and then 
we do bigger steps with the small steps, so every 
student’s can achieve success. And also the steps has 
to follow the principles too, so you don’t waste time. 
Sometimes we go to steps that waste time. But you 
have to not waste your student’s time, this is the prin-
ciple of the Suzuki way then you have to be able to 
follow the steps.

Do you have other experience to share with 
others?

Harmony! This means that we try to work together 
as team like in our association, we work together. 
You want to have harmony with other people. 
(Delapos - Suzuki Violin Teacher, Bogor)

“ If you want to live your life fully, you have to be 
aware, how you interact with other people, with your 
students, with friends”

Aster with Mr. and Mrs. Chen

Dr. Lan Ku Chen is a Chairperson of Taiwan 
Talent Education Association and a certified 
violin teacher trainer of Asia Region Suzuki 
Association (ARSA). He actively teaching in 
Indonesia for Suzuki Violin Teacher Training. Dr 
Chen have published many books like ‘A Violin 
Pedagogy’. This is an interview of his experi-
ences for years in teaching.
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INTERVIEW
WITH NEW
SMAI TEACHER

Why were you interested in becoming a Suzuki teacher? 
Maya: I am interested to attend the training as a Suzuki 

teacher because of the excellent method. Many lessons 
that I get from this method. Not only work to earn money, 
but a very deep philosophy of love. Parent involvement in 
the process and as a teacher at home is also very helpful 
for the child. 

Adella: Awalnya saya tertarik mengikuti Training teacher 
karna saya ingin tahu teknik cara mengajar anak kecil dari 
usia dini. Ditambah lagi rasa penasaran tentang how to 
use a suzuki book in a correct way, karena seperti yang 
kita tahu buku Suzuki dipakai dimana mana. 

Aster: I was interested in training as a Suzuki teacher 
because I want to know how to teach with Suzuki Method. 
So many people in Indonesia do not know Suzuki is a 
teaching method. I want to the introduce Suzuki 
Method based on Suzuki's philosophy to my students 
and their parents.

Felicia: Back when the first time I learned about the 
Suzuki method, I got so fascinated with his teaching 
philosophy, especially about Suzuki's belief that music 
should be taught to young kids by applying the 
mother-tongue method. After doing some further theo-
retical research about Suzuki method, I became more 
curious about how this so called mother-tongue 
method actually works in the real teaching situation. 
Therefore, I took the exciting opportunity to experience 
being trained as a Suzuki teacher.

Ricardo: I’ve already heard many good things about 
the suzuki teaching method, but I thought that it was 
only for piano, violin, and cello. So when I heard that 
SMAI wanted to start a Suzuki Guitar program, I imme-
diately applied.

 

What was the biggest lesson you learned during 
Training? 

Maya: The biggest lesson I learned during the train-
ing was' 'Every child is a diamond from God." How to 
make it shine in practicing violin is the responsibility of 
teachers and parents. Good cooperation and deep 
love from teachers and parents can help every process 
of practice especially from an early age. 

Adella: Banyak hal besar yang saya dapat dari train-
ing ini. Akhirnya saya mengerti bagaimana cara nya 
mengajar anak anak dan arti dari sebuah mengajar.

Yang sangat menarik disini adalah- it’s about the 
feeling that we give to student, not only the technique or 
notation or song. And making a good heart for children. 

That’s a really awesome way!

Aster: The biggest lesson that I learned during train-
ing is to teach the children with love. I learn lot of things 
from Lan Ku Chen and Hoe Tsu Chen. The way they 
teach is so creative and proves that every child can be 
developed if we teach them with love. They both are 
the best teacher I ever have. Not only taught me the 
right techniques to play violin but also taught me love, 
patience, and kindness to teach the children. I hope I 

can be a good teacher as they are.

Felicia: During the training, I've learned about 
Suzuki's belief that "where love is deep, much can be 
accomplished". Previously, I never gave a thought about 
how teaching music with love can bring such big 
impact to a child. However, after watching so many 
videos from Dr.. Lan Ku Chen's young students showing 
outstanding learning progress and performance, I'm 
very fascinated and inspired thinking about the time 
and e�ort that Dr. Lan Ku Chen and Mrs. Hoei Tsu Chen 
give to those young kids. Not only from watching those 
videos, but also from directly experiencing Dr. and Mrs. 
Chen's way of teaching us during the training, I can 
directly feel that they teach their students with so much 
care and love, patiently teaching and guiding the kids 
so that the kids' outstanding learning process were 
nurtured by the love from the teacher.  

Ricardo: After finishing the training, I feel that I got a 
whole new perspective in guitar teaching method 
especially to children. Every step that is taught to the 
children is really thought out carefully. I found the 
importance of learning in small steps and every kids 
learn at a di�erent pace. Not only the teaching material 
is important, but our attitude also a�ects the student’s 
learning process.

What is your view of the Suzuki philosophy and 
method now that you have trained and have started to 
teach?

Maya: For me, the Suzuki Method is very detailed in 
all aspects of practicing the violin. It helps my students 
to be more sensitive in practicing. Not only understand 
how to get a good intonation, but the dynamics and 
bow control are very important to apply. I am also very 
interested in the creativity of being a Suzuki Guru. 
Learning and playing can make my students happy and 
not get bored quickly. Each given game also always 
has a purpose in learning violin. Suzuki's philosophy 
also provides many benefits not only for students and 
parents, but also for me as a teacher. I really have a lot 
of valuable lessons in educating children. Sometimes I 

feel guilty when I remember about teaching violin 
before I know about Suzuki method. I give too much 
homework for early age and the students are not 
accompanied by parents. But now I begin to under-
stand and make me become a person who loves the 
innocence of a child.

Adella: Satu hal yang membuat saya terkehut adalah 
misi Suzuki dalam mengajar. Dia mengajar bukan 
hanya untuk membuat seorang anak menjadi profe-
sional musician, namun for making a good citizen with 
a good heart and good discipline. (supaya gak orang 
yg tawuran kayak di indonesia, gak banyak orang 
korupsi, gak banyak orang minta minta dijalan)  What 
a wonderful mind.

Aster: I'm so impressed with Dr. Suzuki's words "Every 
child is talented. Any child who is properly trained can 
develop music ability, just as all children develop their 
ability to speak their mother tongue. The potential of 
every child is unlimited." Suzuki Method (Mother tongue 
method) is the best method to learn music. Even though 
being a Suzuki teacher is so tough, but I'm so passion-
ate in teaching because I know that every child can be 
developed.

Felicia: Now that I have begun to teach with Suzuki 
method, I'm trying my best to shower each of my 
students with love and patience, always treat and 
guide them with patience, and also set their learning 
goals based on each of their own learning ability. 
Furthermore, I feel a di�erent and significant benefit 
with the presence of parent accompanying the child in 
every lesson, for it gives positive outcome to the child's 
learning progress, as the parent also learns how to be 
the 'teacher' at home with their kids; thus really helps 
out the e�ectivity of the practice routine of the child at 
home.

Any words of wisdom for parents / teachers / 
students?

Maya: Be the parent who always accompanies and is 
proud to see your children progress!

Adella: Love Suzuki! Saya berharap bisa menjadi 
guru yang baik untuk murid murid saya. 

Felicia: Quoting from Dr. Suzuki, "Knowledge is not 
skill.. Knowledge plus ten thousand times is skill." For 
every parents, don't ever get tired of reminding and 
accompanying your children to practice everyday. With 
the good repetitive practice at home, a child's musical 
skill will surely flourish in a quick progress. 

 
Ricardo: Every child is a blank paper and we as 

teacher and parents are the ones who’s responsible for 
everything that’s written on them.

Dr. Lan Ku Chen

In June / July 2017 a number of teachers 
travelled to Thailand and Singapore to take 
Suzuki training courses. Here are their 
reflections. (Violin: Maya, Felicia, Aster. Cello: 
Adella - Guitar: Ricardo)
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FEATURED
STUDENT

My name is Brian Thomas, and I’m 16 years old. 
I’ve been part of the Suzuki program since I was 6, so 
I’ve actually been playing my violin for ten years 
now. I think the Suzuki program allows students to 
learn the instruments, especially violin, at a very 
stable step by step pace that allows most people to 
learn easily. 

From beginning to the end, the Suzuki program 
unlocks and analyzes the student’s style of learning 
and teaches how to play the instrument and music 
through the repertoire. To keep students on the same 
page of their development in the performance, the 
program also allows for the learning of theory to go 
along with it. Challenges in the Suzuki books do 
come through specific pieces to ensure that a 
student can meet and conquer a challenge and 
move forward. An example is the Gossec Gavotte, 
the last piece in book 1.  It’s such a big leap! This song 
as well as Book 4 really helps the student move to a 
whole new level! 

Motivation comes from passion, and passion 
brings fun to practice. Sometimes the beginning of 

learning a new piece is very annoying and stressful 
but for me the fun is in the end product and it makes 
it all worthwhile. I hope that when I finish learning a 
piece, I’ll be able to perform it to many people and 
show how much work I’ve done. 

The SMAI Grand concerts are always something to 
look forward to, not only because they are the 
biggest and most exciting events but also because 
you feel that you are part of something bigger than 
yourself and your own playing. Looking towards the 
future, I’d love to be apart of an orchestra again. I’d 
love to continue my music career even if in the end I 
don’t take it as my major. 

Music is a passion that I love and when it comes to 
you, no matter how young or how old, music brings 
joy to the heart and soul.

(Brian Thomas is currently studying in the USA 
after being one of the first SMAI violin students and 
learning through Book 8/9 in Jakarta)

Brian Chang’s farewell recital June 2017
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PARENT
INSIGHTS

 My child has been in the Suzuki piano program for 
the past two years. Playing the piano is part of her 
daily routine -- she has a "piano calendar" where she 
circles the date when she practiced the piano. 

 As a home teacher who is responsible for encour-
aging my child to play the piano constantly, watching 
her small progress in developing piano skills on a 
daily basis is just a joy. At the same time, it is reward-
ing to see her develop positive attitudes -- willing to 
try again, listening carefully, and being confident in 
herself -- over time. This is something which I would 
not have directly experienced if not a Suzuki mom. 

 The Suzuki method has certainly been e�ective in 
developing piano playing skills for my child. It has 
also positively influenced her behaviors and made 
me go through such development process by being 
directly involved in her program.
( M.E )

 Being a Suzuki mom is both challenging and 
rewarding. I said challenging because it takes a lot of 
self-discipline to create a practice schedule for your 
kids, and then to be fully involved and present under 
each of their practices everyday. And another chal-

lenge is that you have to have a lot of wisdoms to 
know your children limitation. There are some days 
where I can challenge them and push them really 
hard, and there are other days where I know I have to 
take a step back and let them have a more relaxed 
practice. 
But at the same time, being a Suzuki mom is also 
rewarding because I get to observe their results of 
their long hours of practice  and discipline. And I often 
surprise at the music that their little fingers capable of 
playing. And another rewarding thing is that I get to 
see my children take pride in achieving goals that 
they set for themselves.
( Emmanuel & Evangeline Jun's mom ) 

 Selama menjadi Suzuki Parent, banyak hal-hal 
positif yang saya rasakan yang ingin saya bagikan. 
Metode Suzuki mengajak kita, para parents, untuk 
selalu memutarkan lagu-lagu Suzuki sesering mung-
kin. Dan hal itu sudah saya lakukan sejak anak saya 
yang pertama belajar musik, sekitar 5 tahun yang 
lalu. Sampai sekarang kebiasaan itu masih terbawa, 
membantu dia dalam belajar musik, bagaimana dia 
bisa mendengarkan, merasakan, dan lalu memban-
tunya menginterpretasikan lagu yang sedang dia 
pelajari. Dan yang menarik adalah: proses ini 
ternyata direkam oleh adiknya. Si kecil mengawali 
belajar musik dengan lebih mudah, karena ternyata 
semua lagu yang pernah dipelajari atau didengar-
kan kakaknya, sudah direkam dalam ingatannya. Ini 
sangat membantu. Juga dalam keseharian berlatih 
dirumahpun, anak ini lebih mudah diarahkan karena 
dia sudah melihat proses yang dijalani oleh 
kakaknya. Ini sungguh-sungguh membantu saya 
dalam mendampingi anak-anak belajar musik. So.. I 
love Suzuki. Thank you.
( Ibu dari Alicia dan Axelia - Probolinggo, Jawa Timur )

Piano Parents with Children after Recital.
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SHARING
THE JOY:

VIOLIN
COMMUNITIES

Bermula dari ketertarikan akan dunia music khususnya alat musik gesek (vioin, cello), Komunitas Biola 
Tangerang mulai dibentuk. Sapaan KBT untuk komunitas ini ingin mengubah pola piker masyarakat yang 
beranggapan bahwa alat musik gesek seperti biola adalah sesuatu yang eksklusif, mahal dan sulit. Ternyata di 
luar dugaan, peminat KBT mencakup masyarakat bukan dari satu golongan tertentu saja namun berbagai 
macam umur, agama, pekerjaan dan ras berkumpul menjadi satu di dalam komunitas music ini.

Komunitas Biola Tangerang menerapkan proses yang sedikit berbeda dari sekolah music pada umumnya 
yang terpaku pada suatu bangunan atau ruangan untuk menyelenggarakan proses belajar mengajarnya. 
Walaupun berada di luar ruangan yang mana lebih bersahabat dengan alam, proses pembelajarannya tetap 
bisa dilaksanakan dengan tetap menjunjung tinggi ketekunan dan kejujuran. Rasa saling memiliki, toleransi, 
tenggang rasa dan kepercayaan satu dengan yang lainnya menjadi landasan bagi komunitas ini untuk terus 
mengembangkan pendidikan music di Tangerang dan sekitarnya. Bertolak dari dasar kebutuhan untuk 
bersosialisasi ini berkembang untuk mencakup  kebutuhan untuk belajar music dengan harga uang murah 

namun tetap berkualitas. Akhirnya terbentuklah 
Komunitas Biola Tangerang yang membangun 
wadah dimana semua anggota dapat 
berpartisipasi di dalamnya dengan tindakan dan 
pemikiran yang positif.

Menurut Suprapto, ketua KBT, tujuan awal 
berdirinya komunitas ini tak lain adalah untuk 
memudahkan masyarakat yang hendak belajar 
biola. Tidak hanya bagi mereka yang serius belajar 
biola, melainkan bagi mereka yang hanya sekedar 
penasaran mengenai perkembangan alat music 
gesek dan dasar-dasarnya saja. Bagi Suprapto, 
biola identik dengan kaum mapan. Hal ini sudah 
terbentuk sejak ratusan tahun yang lalu dimana 
penggemarnya berasal dari kalangan elit dan 
bangsawan saja. Jadi wajar saja biola banyak 
kalangan yang menilai bahwa music gesek seperti 
violin dan cello adalah music kaum menengah ke 
atas dan selalu identik dengan music ratusan tahun 
yang lalu. Sehingga para penikmatnya rata-rata 
adalah kaum manusia setengah baya ke atas 
walaupun masih ada beberapa golongan usia 
muda yang juga menggemari music ini.

Namun bagi Suprapto, lanjutnya, diharapkan 
dengan keberadaan KBT ini, anggapan dan 
pandangan itu bisa ditepis dan lebih dimodifikasi 
lagi agar layak bagi jaman sekarang. 
Perkembangan music yang bukan hanya mengenai 
music klasik saja tetapi sudah berkembang kearah 
music pop dan rock hingga keroncong dan dangdut 

bisa diiringi dengan biola yang notabene jauh dari 
arah music klasik yang ruwet. “Jadi tidak perlu malu 
atau minder bila permainan music gesek ini 
dibandingkan dengan aliran music lain”, karanya. 
Walaupun tetap bisa mengiringi music jenis apapun, 
namun KBT tetap konsisten dengan komitmen 
pertamanya yang mana ingin melestarikan 
lagu-lagu daerah dan nasional yang sekarang 
sudah mulai tergerus dengan jaman yang semakin 
pesat berubah.

Di dalam setiap pertunjukan mereka, KBT akan 
tetap membawakan lagu daerah dan lagu nasional 
entah suka atau tidak. “Sebenarnya Indonesia ini 
sangat kaya akan kebudayaan terutama tentang 
musiknya, namun sangat disayangkan pemerintah 
kurang focus dalam mengembangkan music ini di 
dalam kurikulum pendidikan di sekolah. Walaupun 
kondisinya seperti ini, kita tidak akan berhenti dan 
berdiam diri saja. Sebagai anak bangsa yang 
bangga akan kebudayaannya sendiri, kita akan 
berusaha untuk mengembangkan dan 
melestarikannya agar tidak tergerus oleh arus 
jaman ini”, katanya dengan antusias. Hal ini sangat 
dibuktikan dengan pertunjukan mereka yang 
terakhir yang membawakan lagu daerah seperti 
Bungong Jeumpa, Manuk Dadali dan Kicir-kicir di 
dalam konser mereka di alun-alun kota Tangerang.

(Andre Loong, SMAI Violin Teacher)

Komunitas Biola Tangerang

There are a surprising number of Violin Communities and projects to reach out and 
teach violin to all levels of society in Indonesia.  In the article below teacher Andre 
Loong describes the growth and development of the Tangerang Violin Community 
(Kommunitas Biola Tangerang) as an example. 



9

Bermula dari ketertarikan akan dunia music khususnya alat musik gesek (vioin, cello), Komunitas Biola 
Tangerang mulai dibentuk. Sapaan KBT untuk komunitas ini ingin mengubah pola piker masyarakat yang 
beranggapan bahwa alat musik gesek seperti biola adalah sesuatu yang eksklusif, mahal dan sulit. Ternyata di 
luar dugaan, peminat KBT mencakup masyarakat bukan dari satu golongan tertentu saja namun berbagai 
macam umur, agama, pekerjaan dan ras berkumpul menjadi satu di dalam komunitas music ini.

Komunitas Biola Tangerang menerapkan proses yang sedikit berbeda dari sekolah music pada umumnya 
yang terpaku pada suatu bangunan atau ruangan untuk menyelenggarakan proses belajar mengajarnya. 
Walaupun berada di luar ruangan yang mana lebih bersahabat dengan alam, proses pembelajarannya tetap 
bisa dilaksanakan dengan tetap menjunjung tinggi ketekunan dan kejujuran. Rasa saling memiliki, toleransi, 
tenggang rasa dan kepercayaan satu dengan yang lainnya menjadi landasan bagi komunitas ini untuk terus 
mengembangkan pendidikan music di Tangerang dan sekitarnya. Bertolak dari dasar kebutuhan untuk 
bersosialisasi ini berkembang untuk mencakup  kebutuhan untuk belajar music dengan harga uang murah 

namun tetap berkualitas. Akhirnya terbentuklah 
Komunitas Biola Tangerang yang membangun 
wadah dimana semua anggota dapat 
berpartisipasi di dalamnya dengan tindakan dan 
pemikiran yang positif.

Menurut Suprapto, ketua KBT, tujuan awal 
berdirinya komunitas ini tak lain adalah untuk 
memudahkan masyarakat yang hendak belajar 
biola. Tidak hanya bagi mereka yang serius belajar 
biola, melainkan bagi mereka yang hanya sekedar 
penasaran mengenai perkembangan alat music 
gesek dan dasar-dasarnya saja. Bagi Suprapto, 
biola identik dengan kaum mapan. Hal ini sudah 
terbentuk sejak ratusan tahun yang lalu dimana 
penggemarnya berasal dari kalangan elit dan 
bangsawan saja. Jadi wajar saja biola banyak 
kalangan yang menilai bahwa music gesek seperti 
violin dan cello adalah music kaum menengah ke 
atas dan selalu identik dengan music ratusan tahun 
yang lalu. Sehingga para penikmatnya rata-rata 
adalah kaum manusia setengah baya ke atas 
walaupun masih ada beberapa golongan usia 
muda yang juga menggemari music ini.

Namun bagi Suprapto, lanjutnya, diharapkan 
dengan keberadaan KBT ini, anggapan dan 
pandangan itu bisa ditepis dan lebih dimodifikasi 
lagi agar layak bagi jaman sekarang. 
Perkembangan music yang bukan hanya mengenai 
music klasik saja tetapi sudah berkembang kearah 
music pop dan rock hingga keroncong dan dangdut 

bisa diiringi dengan biola yang notabene jauh dari 
arah music klasik yang ruwet. “Jadi tidak perlu malu 
atau minder bila permainan music gesek ini 
dibandingkan dengan aliran music lain”, karanya. 
Walaupun tetap bisa mengiringi music jenis apapun, 
namun KBT tetap konsisten dengan komitmen 
pertamanya yang mana ingin melestarikan 
lagu-lagu daerah dan nasional yang sekarang 
sudah mulai tergerus dengan jaman yang semakin 
pesat berubah.

Di dalam setiap pertunjukan mereka, KBT akan 
tetap membawakan lagu daerah dan lagu nasional 
entah suka atau tidak. “Sebenarnya Indonesia ini 
sangat kaya akan kebudayaan terutama tentang 
musiknya, namun sangat disayangkan pemerintah 
kurang focus dalam mengembangkan music ini di 
dalam kurikulum pendidikan di sekolah. Walaupun 
kondisinya seperti ini, kita tidak akan berhenti dan 
berdiam diri saja. Sebagai anak bangsa yang 
bangga akan kebudayaannya sendiri, kita akan 
berusaha untuk mengembangkan dan 
melestarikannya agar tidak tergerus oleh arus 
jaman ini”, katanya dengan antusias. Hal ini sangat 
dibuktikan dengan pertunjukan mereka yang 
terakhir yang membawakan lagu daerah seperti 
Bungong Jeumpa, Manuk Dadali dan Kicir-kicir di 
dalam konser mereka di alun-alun kota Tangerang.

(Andre Loong, SMAI Violin Teacher)

Komunitas Biola Cibinong

School of Shine Dalung Denpasar



10

GRADUATIONS

 JULY - DECEMBER 2016
 VIOLIN GRADUATES
 

BOOK 1 
Angelica Stella Jong Hanny Angel
Beatrice Jean Consolata Gobang   Yasintha Pattiasina
Christabelle Welong Stephanie Hosea
Do Hyeok Fabiola Tedja
Jina Lee Edith Rahardja
Kayla Lauren Sudharyanto Andre Loong
Madelaine Lourdes Nugroho Frida E�rien
Mi Ju Gwon Fabiola Tedja
Michella Zurielle Jatiman Frida E�rien
Putri Ramayuli Maulida Isnaini
Quinn Makayla Tan Dave Nathanael
Tyarra Mahesa The Hanny Angel
Valerie Marianne Hermawan   Yasintha Pattiasina
Yein Jeong Edith Rahardja

BOOK 2 
Emelyn Nathanie Jong Juliana
Faith Christabelle N. Susanto Juliana
Herbie Tio Lydia Hutasoit
Jevelyn Calista   Hartanti
Jonathan hambali Sondakh Edith Rahardja
Nelson Kong Frida E�rien

BOOK 3 
Athena Djojonegoro Hanny Angel
Keeren Maria Setokusumo Hanny Angel
Lee Ha Jeong  Frida E�rien

BOOK 4 
Florencia Zabrina D. Chandra Frida E�rien
Janice Elvina Williem Frida E�rien
Je In Chen Amelia Tionanda

BOOK 6 
Audrey Trisha Wibowo Therese Wirakesuma
Naomi Nadya The Therese Wirakesuma
Regina Angelita Setiawan Therese Wirakesuma

BOOK 7 
Jessica Kartawidjaja Therese Wirakesuma

 JULY - DECEMBER 2016
 CELLO GRADUATES

BOOK 9 
Heidi Imanda Cahyadi Herrick Ortiz

 JULY - DECEMBER 2016
 PIANO GRADUATES 

BOOK 1 
Eunice Darmawirya Caroline Poedjokerto
Joselynn True Tjahjana Caroline Poedjokerto
Shania Mangarek Christine Hosea
Nathanael Mangarek Christine Hosea
Gabriel Evan Pangestu Wilhelmina Waldemar
Beatrice Gobang Mayang Sari
Ellecia Kyra Sumitro Mayang Sari
Evangeline Jun Mayang Sari
 
BOOK 2 
Edbert Declan Chandra Mayang Sari
Emanuel Jun Mayang Sari
Chiara Sanusi Erny Gunawan
 
BOOK 3 
Eileen Odelia Stephen Cahyadi
 
BOOK 4 
Angelica Rosalie Stephen Cahyadi
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 JANUARY -  JULY 2017
 VIOIIN GRADUATES
 

BOOK 1 
Adiputra Darmaji Hartanti
Aileen Naura Athaya Hartanti
Alvina Alvincia Wu Hartanti
Anita Sol Laura Kasetty
Calista Manuela Sandria Mellodyarben
Cayla Belle Wijaya Fabiola Tedja
Clarice Adeline Tantra Hanny Angel
Emilly Yen Lidya Hutasoit
Guinevere Alicia Santoso Hartanti
Haeun Won Zipporah Alexandria
Joshua Kwon Tan Hartanti
Keitlyn Lievian Maulida Nur Isnaini
Laurenne Leticia Candra Hartanti
Marvelyn Sani Maulida Nur Isnaini
Michelle Tjula Lidya Hutasoit
Nathan Haskel Gan Saputra Zipporah Alexandria
Raina Jang Fabiola Tedja
Valencia Enricha Maulida Nur Isnaini
Xinci Wilson Bun Billy Bun
 
BOOK 2 
 Jade Nathaleen Santosa Elizabeth Ongko
Abigail Anne Pantauw Zipporah
Clarice Ong Elizabeth Ongko
Gabriella Annabel Leonardo Febby Gozali
Joshua Kwon Tan Hartanti
Kimberly Lintungan Stephanie Hosea
Mavamori Frida E�rien
Michael Dharma Setiawan Elizabeth Suryono
Putri Ramayuli Maulida Nur Isnaini

BOOK 3 
Andrea Christabella Darmadji Andre Loong
Emelyn Nathanie Jong Juliana 
Faith Christabelle N. Susanto Juliana 
Samantha Subali Febby Gozali
Sean Theodore Surya Febby Gozali
Vanessa Jazzy Hartanti
 
BOOK 4 
Aileen Febriany Therese Wirakesuma
Giselle Amadea Hansen Andre Loong
Janice Elvina Williem Frida E�rien
 

BOOK 5 
Audrey Louise Tjan Therese Wirakesuma
Elijah Sebastian Mudde Therese Wirakesuma
John Sentosa Kadiman Therese Wirakesuma
Letizia Audriana Chandra Dave Nathanael
 
BOOK 7 
Hansel Amadeus Therese Wirakesuma
Nadia Mulyadi Therese Wirakesuma
 
BOOK 8 
Melvin Makarious Hadiwidjaja Therese Wirakesuma

 JANUARY - JULY 2017
 PIANO GRADUATES

BOOK 1  
Valerie Leungkas Christine Hosea 
Amadeus Lembong Christine Hosea 
Jason Alexander Yuwono Henny Waldemar
Ravel Pangestu Wilhelmina Waldemar
Nikolaas Landon Tjahjadi Stephen Cahyadi 
  
BOOK 2  
Amara Mischa Rachmat Elaine Waworuntu 
Emerentia Bellucky Mulyadi Hartanti 
Frederick Surjadi Stephen Cahyadi 
Nicholas Surjadi Stephen Cahyadi 
Josephine Jukita Stephen Cahyadi 
  
BOOK 3  
Amelia Jukita Stephen Cahyadi 
Angelica Suria Windu Restu 
  
BOOK 4  
Laurentia Florella Mulyadi Hartanti 
Vanessa Jazzy Hartanti 
William John Surjadi Stephen Cahyadi 
Emanuel Feroz Stephen Cahyadi 
  
BOOK 5  
Heidi Imanda Cahyadi Stephen Cahyadi 
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ARSA
A N N U A L  B O A R D  M E E T I N G

SMAI
M E E T I N G

As part of Asia Region Suzuki Association (ARSA), SMAI 
regularly attends the ARSA annual meeting. This year 
ARSA meeting was held on April 30 to May 1, 2017 at the 
Astoria Plaza, Manila, Philippines. 
 
This year representatives from eight countries partici-
pated and contributed in the meeting. They included:

Paul Landefeld representing 
International Suzuki Association (ISA)
Carmencita Arambulo 
from Philippines Suzuki Association (PSA)
Lan Ku Chen from Taiwan 
Talent Education Association (TTEA)
Therese Wirakesuma 
from Suzuki Music Association of Indonesia (SMAI)
Una Lauw from Suzuki 
Talent Education Association of Singapore (STEAS)
Omporn Kowintha from Thailand 
Association for Talent Education (TATE)
Su Tzu-Yuan from Talent Education 
Group of Malaysia (TEGM)
Diane Sloane 
from Hong Kong Area Group (HKAG)

The SMAI Management team meets monthly to discuss 
our Association events and policies and once a year 
members are invited to give their input and vote for 
o�cers at the Annual General Meeting. 

Chairperson: Therese Wirakesuma
Vice Chair and Secretary: Stephen Cahyadi
Treasurer: Caroline Jong
Promotions and Publications: Suprapto Wiro Utomo

SMAI Annual General Meeting August 2017

Asia Region Organization Meeting in Manila May 2017
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S M A I  ( A R S A )

S C H E D U L E  O F

EVENTS
2017-2018

Oct 27-30, 2017 SMAI Festival with Christophe 
Bossuat, Antonella Aloigi, NAFA String Quartet 
and Head of Strings Foo Say Ming

December, 2017
Jakarta Area SMAI Christmas Caroling

Dec 2-3, 2017
Surabaya International School- SMAI Strings 
Camp 

Jan6-11, 2018 
‘Where Love is Deep’ Seminar and Suzuki 
Violin Teacher Training Book 1: Tangerang

Jan 31 - Feb 6, 2018 
TAIPEI SUZUKI WINTER SCHOOL
Place: Taipei, Taiwan

February 2017 
Teacher Gatherings and Performances

April 8-14, 2018 Where Love is Deep and Book 
1 Piano Teacher Training Carmencita 
Arambulo

April 13-15, 2018  SMAI Weekend Camp

May 6, 2018  Piano Recitals Jakarta Area

May 20, 2018  Grand Concert Jakarta Area

July 1-5, 2018  Asia Region Conference Manila

MALANG
TOUR
From March 25 - 27, 2017, Suzuki students went to 
Malang, East Java. There were about 30 students from 
Jakarta, Surabaya, and Probolinggo gathered together 
to introduce the Suzuki Method in  Malang and perform 
at several venues.

SMAI collaborated with some schools:, held master-
classes, group lessons, concerts, and visited local 
schools. At the final Grand Concert : the students and 
teachers presented Vivaldi Concerto : Summer from the 
Four Seasons, featuring the young promising soloists : 
Naomi The, Nadia Mulyadi, Jessica Kartawidjaja. Here 
the complete schedule of the students in Malang :

Saturday, March 25 : 
Masterclass, group lesson at Wonder Bridge 
School.

Sunday, March 26 : 
Masterclass, rehearsal, parents' meeting, Grand 
concert at Charis School

Monday, March 27 : 
School visit to My Little Island and Bina Budi Mulia. 
Concert and gala dinner at Hotel Tugu.

SMAI Malang Tour Participants in Final Concert March 2017

School Tour Malang March 2017
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EVENT PHOTO
2 0 1 7

Suzuki Book 3 Violin Teacher Training

Piano Teacher Training Book 1, Sep 2-8, 2017

17 Suzuki Method Presentation and Performance

SECE Teacher Training with Emma O'Keafe

SMAI Soloists with Camerata Indonesia Seasons Concert Feb 2017

Grand Concert Smai Teacher Team May 2017

Grand Concert May  2017
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KIDS CORNER
P R A C T I C E  C H A R T

KID’S CORNER: Practice Charts!
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